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MNews from the Southern Rural Development Center

Webinars:

John J. Green Named SRDC Director

Green will become director of the SRDC on Aug. 1. He is
a professor of sociology and senior research associate
with the Center for Population Studies at the University
of Mississippi. Previously, he was director of this center
and the State Data Center of Mississippi at UM. He is
bringing a career immersed in Southern sociology and
community development to his new position as director
of the Southern Rural Development Center.

FULL RELEASE

Regional Spotlight

ReOpen Downtown Frankfort Grant Money Awarded to 18 Small
Businesses

ReOPEN Downtown Frankfort
(Kentucky) grant program partnered
the Frankfort Area Chamber of
Commerce and Frankfort First
Foundation announced that more
than $82,000 has been invested in
downtown Frankfort’s small
businesses. Kentucky State University
Extension Service colleagues served
on the project alongside other local
community stakeholders.

FULL RELEASE
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Other:

Stay tuned for more
upcoming webinars!


http://extension.msstate.edu/news/feature-story/2021/john-j-green-named-srdc-head-msu
https://sera-47.extension.org/
https://sera-47.extension.org/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:d8edde18-cc0d-400c-985a-1313efce25e4
http://srdc.msstate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/southernruraldevelopmentcenter/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/so_dev_center?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNKv8O5_Pd7PhvXCghtevzg
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The Rural Workforce Academy: GIVE YOURSELF A NEW START!
A CED Unit - Prairie View A&M University

The Rural Workforce Academy (TRWA) is a pilot
program funded by a grant from the U.S. Economic
Development  Administration Department  of
Commerce and Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU).
Through that grant, PVAMU’s Cooperative Extension IN LESS THAN TWO MONTHS!

Program provides skilled trades training certification
and job placement to rural counties impacted by FmeEﬁig‘qiﬁ:ﬁn&fIETLEL‘EQJ&':mies

WELDING CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL NURSING ASSISTANT

disasters. The certifications offered provide value- Free Mentorship and Employment assistance available
H H H H RY! APPLY TODAY. DON'T LET SOMEONE ATl
added ImpaCtl addrESSIng the mUCh_nEEdEd rEbUIldlng ine at www.TheRuralWorkforceAcademy.org at 936-261-5165

and recovery efforts in rural Texas.

Program participants choose one of four concentration areas of training: Welding, Core Construction, Certified
Nursing Assistant, or Electrical Technician at no cost to the qualified applicant.

e The program’s accomplishments to date include: Total annual economic/employment impact: $1,726,000 -

$2,550,000

25 Welder | jobs - Averaging $34-$54k ($850,000 - $1,350,000)

20 Certified Nursing Assistant - Averaging $27k-$38k ($540,000 - $760,000)

8 Electrician | - Averaging $42k-$55k ($336,000 - $440,000)

17 participants trained and received National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER)

certificate

e Approved by Department of Labor to offer job supplement pay to employers via Apprenticeship Program for
up to 4,000 hours at $20hr., valued at $5,000,000+ over 4 years.

Employee Highlight: Natriez “Nate” Peterson, Prairie View
A&M University

Congratulations to Natriez “Nate” Peterson on his promotion from Extension
Agent to Extension Program Specialist. Mr. Natriez joined Prairie View A&M
University Cooperative Extension Program in 2017 as the Community and
Economic Development (CED) Agent. As an agent, he was responsible for
implementing, developing, and evaluating innovative educational programs that
focused on small business development, agri-business, government contracting,
homeownership, and youth entrepreneurship for limited-resource individuals
and communities throughout Harris County.

Since 2017, Mr. Natriez Peterson’s flagship 9-weeks Businesses In Development (B.l.D.) Academy, Art of
Homeownership, E-commerce for Online Markets, YEP4Success (Youth Entrepreneurship Program), and The Art of
the Startup Programs in Harris County trained and impacted over 36 minority-owned businesses, 100 youth
entrepreneurs, and 54 aspiring homeowners. His passion and expertise have resulted in the submission of $639,800
in state bid opportunities and contracts he assisted clients with to state agencies, $515,000 in home and business
loan applications, 45 workshops completed, and over 100 hours of technical assistance. He has strategically built
partnerships with H-E-B, American First National Bank, Amegy Bank, Chase, Home Depot, other corporate entities,
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https://www.pvamu.edu/cahs/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/Nate-Peterson.jpg
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and business leaders to support the Land-Grant mission and CED. programs annually through volunteer hours,
sponsorships, supplies, and in-kind donations in the amount of $31,000. Before landing in Texas, Nate served two
years as a Community Resource Development Agent for Mississippi State University Extension. Peterson’s experience
and leadership in serving Harris County through partnerships, innovative initiatives, and programs will be instrumental
in his new role.

In addition to his promotion and the continued work he has done with the Businesses in Development Academy, Mr.
Natriez is a Certified Freddie Mac Credit Smart Instructor, and is a member of the following professional organizations:
Professional Community & Economic Developer (PCED) in Progress, National Association of Community Development
Extension Professionals (Member of Texas), Houston Male Empowerment Coalition, Alpha Zeta Chapter of Epsilon
Sigma Phi and the Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce Connection Crew eXtension Impact Collaborative
Summit Pitch Fest Winner & Grant Recipient Houston Food Production Conference — Business Plan Presenter.

Grant Connections

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative - Education and Workforce Development
Deadline to apply: May 20 & May 27, 2021

Predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowship opportunities are available within the AFRI Education and Workforce
Development (EWD) RFA with deadlines of 20 and 27 May, respectively. These individualized fellowships develop
new scientists and professionals to enter research, education and/or Extension fields within the food and
agricultural sciences in the private sector, government, or academia. EWD focuses on developing the next
generation of research, education, and extension professionals in the food and agricultural sciences. EWD invites
applications in seven areas: agricultural workforce training; professional development for agricultural literacy;
training of undergraduate students in research and extension; fellowships for predoctoral candidates; fellowships
for postdoctoral scholars; food and agricultural non-formal education; and a FY 2021-only program for evaluation of
NIFA’s agricultural literacy and workforce development portfolio.

LEARN MORE

Conferences, Workshops, Trainings

National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals (NACDEP)
Annual Conference - Open Spaces, Endless Possibilities

May 17-19, 2021 - Virtual

LEARN MORE

National Urban Extension Leaders Conference

May 18-20, 2021 - Virtual

A virtual conference will take place in May 2021 while the face-to-face conference has been postponed until May of
2022. LEARN MORE

The 52rd Annual International Conference of the Community Development Society (CDS)
July 12-15, 2021 - Virtual
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https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-education-workforce-development?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-education-workforce-development?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/rfa/FY21-AFRI-EWD-RFA-508.pdf
https://nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/rfa/FY21-AFRI-EWD-RFA-508.pdf
https://www.nacdep.net/2021-nacdep-conference
https://nuel.extension.org/2021-national-urban-extension-conference/
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An incredible lineup of speakers will address the global challenges of climate change, labor, and immigration; and
the over-arching effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the fight for racial justice. Each speaker will be followed by a
panel discussion of local resilience in the face of each of these challenges.

LEARN MORE

2021 Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociological Society

July 29-August 1, 2021 - Virtual

There will be three plenary speaker sessions at the 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting. The date and time for each session
has yet to be determined.

LEARN MORE

This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings,
conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.
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https://www.ruralsociology.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=15&Itemid=1&year=2021&month=07&day=29&title=2021-annual-meeting-of-the-rural-sociological-society&uid=80d4497664cd5d3e03b9657500e102e7
https://www.ruralsociology.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=15&Itemid=1&year=2021&month=07&day=29&title=2021-annual-meeting-of-the-rural-sociological-society&uid=80d4497664cd5d3e03b9657500e102e7
https://web.cvent.com/event/0553c697-ae35-481b-b9ee-42b198403a9b/websitePage:c11d24cf-f73e-4077-a36a-722003dc30d6
https://web.cvent.com/event/0553c697-ae35-481b-b9ee-42b198403a9b/websitePage:c11d24cf-f73e-4077-a36a-722003dc30d6

	Items of Interest
	John J. Green Named SRDC Director

	Regional Spotlight
	ReOpen Downtown Frankfort Grant Money Awarded to 18 Small Businesses
	The Rural Workforce Academy:  A CED Unit – Prairie View A&M University
	Employee Highlight: Natriez “Nate” Peterson, Prairie View A&M University

	May 2021
	Volume 17, Number 1
	Webinars:
	Other:

	Grant Connections
	Agriculture and Food Research Initiative - Education and Workforce Development
	Predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowship opportunities are available within the AFRI Education and Workforce Development (EWD) RFA with deadlines of 20 and 27 May, respectively. These individualized fellowships develop new scientists and professionals ...


	Conferences, Workshops, Trainings
	National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals (NACDEP) Annual Conference – Open Spaces, Endless Possibilities
	Learn more

	National Urban Extension Leaders Conference
	The 52nd Annual International Conference of the Community Development Society (CDS)
	Learn more

	2021 Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociological Society
	Learn more



