FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Insert date
Contact: (Insert name, email address and phone number) 
Insert City Name pilots ReadyCommunity disaster preparedness initiative
INSERT CITY NAME is one of six communities across the nation chosen to serve as a pilot site for ReadyCommunity, a national initiative designed to assist rural places with disaster planning and response. 

ReadyCommunity is the product of an important partnership between the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Southern Rural Development Center (SRDC), along with the SRDC’s three sister Regional Rural Development Centers, the National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA, and a team of land-grant university based Extension educators in key states.  Its purpose is to provide a clear step-by-step approach to guide rural places in the preparation of a comprehensive Emergency Operation Plan associated with natural and technological disasters.   

“Catastrophic weather, including hurricanes and tornadoes, in recent years has brought to light the unique challenges rural communities face in the wake of a disaster,” said Bo Beaulieu, Southern Rural Development Center director. “The ReadyCommunity Guide, a companion to FEMA's Comprehensive Preparedness Guide 101, fosters broad civic participation and links community assets and resources to strengthen preparedness.” 

The project will kickoff INSERT DATE at INSERT PLACE with PROVIDE MEETING DETAILS.
Assisted by a neutral facilitator, and with data and technical support provided by land-grant university-based Cooperative Extension Service educators and Regional Rural Development Center staff, a community planning team will begin testing the new materials contained in the guide in early 2012. The resulting preparedness plan, which is intended to align with county and state disaster planning guidelines, will integrate efforts across all levels of government through the preparation, mitigation and recovery stages of a disaster.
The team from INSERT CITY NAME joined other pilot community teams from Montana, New York, Oklahoma and Texas (BE SURE TO REMOVE YOUR STATE FROM THE LIST) for intensive training last December. These ReadyCommunity trained teams are now gearing up to work with pilot communities to build strong and coherent plans that will improve their resiliency whenever disasters strike. The pilot effort will also help identify areas in which refinements to the ReadyCommunity materials will strengthen the process prior to the program’s expansion to other communities across the country. 
For more information on getting involved with INSERT CITY NAME’S ReadyCommunity initiative, please contact INSERT CONTACT PERSON’S NAME, NUMBER AND EMAIL.
###
